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For further details and possible updates on the applicable regulations in Belgium: please consult: https://mobilit.belgium.be

THREE CATEGORIES DRONE OF FLIGHT

CERTIFIEDOPEN SPECIFIC

“ BUY & FLY ”

Declaration
or

Operational authorisation
or

Light UAV Certificate (LUC)

Rules equivalent to 
manned aviation

What ever the category:

ALWAYS make sure you ALSO comply with the Geo-Zone requirements
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CERTIFIEDOPEN SPECIFIC

“ BUY & FLY ”

Declaration
or

Operational authorisation
or

Light UAV Certificate (LUC)

Rules equivalent to 
manned aviation

New EU legislation as from January 1st

• Risk as manned aviation

• Certified operator

• Certified UAS with CoA

• Licensed pilot

• Increased risk

• Operational authorisation 
required by CA based on 
SORA 

or Declaration suffices if 
Standard Scenario (STS-x)

or LUC self-authorisation

• Low risk

• No operational authorisation 
or declaration required by 
operator before start of flight

• VLOS, 25kg MTOM, 120m 
AGL

Whatever the category: 

there are minimum pilot competencies !
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OPEN

“ BUY & FLY ”

EU legislation flight category details

• Low risk

• No operational authorisation 
or declaration required by 
operator before start of flight

• VLOS, 25kg MTOM, 120m 
AGL
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OPEN category : NEW EU LEGISLATION

• Low risk

• No operational authorisation or 

declaration required by operator 

before start of flight

• VLOS, 25kg MTOM, 120m AGL
OPEN
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OPEN category

No operational authorisation or declaration required

UAS Operation
<25kg MTOM with 3 possibilities:

• C0, C1,C2,C3 or C4

• privately build

• certain (older) non-Cx drones

VLOS only (except follow-me or using UA observer)

Max 120m AGL

3 subcategories: 

• “over people” (A1), 
• “close to people” (A2) 
• “far from people” (A3)

Not carry dangerous goods and no dropping of any material

Not over assemblies of people

OPEN
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OPEN category

Drone: 

• C0 drone (by default <250g)

• privately build <250g

• Non Cx-compliant drone <250g
(put on the market before January 1st 2024)

Flight: 

• You can fly over people (involved or not)

• N          v   “    m               ”

Open A1/C0

“Over people”

OPEN

No need for operator registration (unless drone has a camera), 

no need for geo-awareness and remote-ID on the drone
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OPEN category

Open A1/C1

“Over people”

OPEN

Drone: 

C1 drone (by default <900g)

Flight: 

You can fly over involved people
(= with explicit OK)

In case of unexpected flight over uninvolved 
people, the pilot shall reduce that time as 
much as possible

No flying over assemblies of people

Operator needs to be registered and the drone by default has 

geo-awareness and remote-ID
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OPEN category

Open A1/C1

“Over people”

OPEN

Drone: 

C1 drone (by default <900g)

Flight: 

You can fly over involved people
(= with explicit OK)

In case of unexpected flight over uninvolved 
people, the pilot shall reduce that time as 
much as possible

No flying over assemblies of people

Operator needs to be registered and the drone by default has 

geo-awareness and remote-ID
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OPEN category

Drone: 

C2 drone (by default <4kg)

Flight: 

• You can fly over involved people

(= with explicit OK)

• No flying over uninvolved people and keep horizontal 

distance of at least 30m from them, or distance of up 

to 5m when low-speed mode function is activated

• No flying over assemblies of people

Open A2

“Close to people”

OPEN

Operator needs to be registered and the drone by default has 

geo-awareness and remote-ID
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OPEN category

Drone: 

C2 drone (by default <4kg)

C3 drone(by default <25kg and <3m)

C4 aero-model drone (by default <25kg)

Privately build <25kg

Non-Cx compliant drones <25kg
(put on the market before January 1st 2024)

Flight: 

• You can fly over involved people (= with explicit OK) 
but only fly in an area where the pilot reasonably 
expects that no uninvolved person will be 
endangered

• Keep a safe horizontal distance of 150m from 
residential, commercial, industrial or recreational 
areas

Open A3

“Far from people”

OPEN
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OPEN category

• How do I make sure that no 
uninvolved person will be 
endangered?

AMC states this:

A minimum horizontal distance from the person that is passing the area 
could be estimated as follows: 

(1) no less than 30 m; 

(2) no less than the height (‘1:1 rule’, i.e. if the UA is flying at a height of 
30 m, the distance of the UA from the uninvolved person should be at 
least 30 m), and 

(3) no less than the distance that the UA would cover in 2 seconds at the 
maximum speed (this assumes a reaction time of 2 seconds). 

This minimum horizontal distance is intended to protect people on the 
ground, but can be extended to property and animals. 

OPEN

Open A3

“Far from people”
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OPEN category

• How do I make sure that no 
uninvolved person will be 
endangered?

AMC states this:

A minimum horizontal distance from the person that is passing the area 
could be estimated as follows: 

(1) no less than 30 m; 

(2) no less than the height (‘1:1 rule’, i.e. if the UA is flying at a height of 
30 m, the distance of the UA from the uninvolved person should be at 
least 30 m), and 

(3) no less than the distance that the UA would cover in 2 seconds at the 
maximum speed (this assumes a reaction time of 2 seconds). 

This minimum horizontal distance is intended to protect people on the 
ground, but can be extended to property and animals. 

OPEN

Open A3

“Far from people”
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OPEN category

Pilot responsibility:

• Explicit OK from all involved people after risk briefing

(  h  w     h       c        ‘u   v  v  ’)

• Keep VLOS, eventually through help of an observer 

(e.g. FPV)

• Not fly close to or inside area where an emergency 

response effort is ongoing (unless approval)

OPEN
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How about FPV?

No worries,   u’                

VLOS for as long as there 

is an ‘UA observer’ 

standing next to you who 

helps you to keep the drone 

in his un-aided VLOS

OPEN



         
                              

For further details and possible updates on the applicable regulations in Belgium: please consult: https://mobilit.belgium.be

OPEN category overview

OPEN
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OPEN category overview

OPEN
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OPEN category, pilot competences

A1/A3

A1/A3

OPEN
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OPEN category, pilot competences

A2

OPEN
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OPEN category, pilot competences

On-line theoretical training

On-line theoretical examination

‘Proof of completion of on-line theoretical knowledge examination’ 
by CA or Designated Entity

OPEN 

A1 & A3

OPEN A2

Practical-skill self-training declaration

Additional theoretical knowledge examination

‘’Certificate of remote pilot competency’”by CA or DE

Can be 

based 

on self-

study

OPEN



         
                              

For further details and possible updates on the applicable regulations in Belgium: please consult: https://mobilit.belgium.be

OPEN category, pilot competences

On-line theoretical training

On-line theoretical examination

‘Proof of completion of on-line theoretical knowledge examination’ 
by CA or Designated Entity

OPEN 

A1 & A3

OPEN A2

Practical self-training declaration

Additional theoretical knowledge examination

‘’Certificate of remote pilot competency’”by CA or DE

Can be 

based 

on self-

study

OPEN

Conversion was possible from former Class 2 attestations
and Class 1 licenses

Conversion was possible from former Class 1 licenses
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• Drone needs to be equipped with

green flashing light to be

considered as VLOS

• Can be in Open category (with

green light switched on), unless

prohibited by GeoZone

• Definition: ‘   h ’ m      h  h u   

between the end of evening civil 

twilight and the beginning of 

morning civil twilight.
June 21st in Ghent: starts at 47min after 

sunset until 47 min before sunrise

How about night flights?

OPEN
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How about non-Cx-compliant drone?
What if I still buy one tomorrow?

• You can fly in the OPEN category for as long as the drone will last, 
provided it was put on the market by the manufacturer before 
January 1st 2024, but only:
• in the Open A1 category if MTOM < 250g

• you can fly over people (involved or not)

• no flying over “assemblies of people”

• in the Open A3 category if MTOM < 25kg 

• you can fly over involved people but only in an area where the pilot reasonably expects 

that no uninvolved person will be endangered

• keep a safe horizontal distance of 150m from residential, commercial, industrial or 

recreational areas

• Can fly in the Specific category if the technical characteristics 
comply with the Operational Authorisation

OPEN



         
                              

For further details and possible updates on the applicable regulations in Belgium: please consult: https://mobilit.belgium.be

How about non-Cx-compliant drone?
What if I still buy one tomorrow?

• U     1/1/2024      c    ‘L m    ’ O    c        w   c       

to temporarily allow you to fly in more than just the Open A1 

(<250g) or Open A3 category:

• In Open A1/C1 conditions if MTOM < 500g (in stead of 900g)

• You can fly over involved people

• In case of unexpected flight over uninvolved people, the pilot shall reduce that time 
as much as possible

• No flying over assemblies of people

• Keeping a safe horizontal distance of 50m from people (in stead of 30m) if 
MTOM < 2kg (in stead of 4kg)

OPEN
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OPEN category overview for Belgium

OPEN
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I have a Mavic Mini and I want to do 
take pictures for a real estate agency 

• Drone is non-Cx-compliant and assuming MTOM = 249g

OPEN

Open A1/C0

“  u c        v         ”

P                   m          w  h  h  u   ’  m  u  
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I have a Mavic Air and I want to do take 
pictures for a real estate agency 

• Drone is non-Cx-compliant and assuming MTOM = 430g

OPEN

Limited Open A1

“  u c        v     v  v           u  c                        
 v   u   v  v         ”

P           A1/A3 “P        c m             -line theoretical 
   w       x m       ”
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I have a Mavic Mavic 2 Pro and I want to
do take pictures for a real estate agency 

• Drone is non-Cx-compliant and assuming MTOM = 905g

OPEN

Limited Open A2

“Y u                     h   z            c     50m    m 

           ”

(AMC stipulates 1:1 rule)

P           A2 “C      c         m          c m     c ”



         
                              

For further details and possible updates on the applicable regulations in Belgium: please consult: https://mobilit.belgium.be

OPEN category

What if I cannot comply with all Open 
category conditions?

What if my flight meets none of the A1, A2 or 
A3 conditions?

ANSWER:

Your flight is to be categorized as SPECIFIC 
(or maybe even CERTIFIED)

OPEN



         
                              

         
                              

Open category
“NEED TO KNOWS”
BEFORE TAKE-OFF

V5 16032022
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National authorisations, 

declarations and licenses 

remain valid

Applicability overview

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Dec
31

July
1

Dec
31

National rules remain in place for model aircrafts 

Non-Cx compliant drones can be used in Open A1 and A3 provided they were put on the market before 1/1/2024

Obligatory use of green flashing light in Open & Specific category at night

Dec
31

Limited Open category for non-Cx drones
(< 500g MTOM drones allowed to fly in A1/C1 conditions and < 900g MTOM drones allowed 

to fly in adapted A2 conditions)
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SUMMARY OF WHAT TO KEEP IN MIND

NEED TO RESPECT

+
Generic rules National GeoZones

• Aerodrome zones (incl. heliports)
• P/D/R + Military zones
• CTRs
• Seaports
• UAS test-zones
• ….
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SUMMARY OF WHAT TO KEEP IN MIND

NEED TO RESPECT

+
Generic rules National GeoZones

• Aerodrome zones (incl. heliports)
• P/D/R + Military zones
• CTRs
• Seaports
• UAS test-zones
• ….

Individual flight 
approval and/or 

notification might be 
required

No individual flight 
approval nor 

notification required
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HAVE A SAFE FLIGHT

map.droneguide.be
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